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#oyal
celebration

Tomorrow

Don’t miss the Bangkok
Post eight-page special on
the ~ /joy al

7 celebration

one each.

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

Today (4pm)

The Commerce Ministry has threatened
lmesstdleamlofﬂlekoyalﬂarge 3 i de it e
P Jong the Chao Ph to (iik(. lggai action against husmt&.’su

profiteering from the sale of yellow shirts
from Wasukri pier to the Memorial bridge. bearing the royal insignia,

 Commerce Minister Preecha

THE NEWSPAPER YOU CAN TRUST

TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2006 ¢ 25 BAHT

| RETAILING YELLOW SHIRT PROFITEERING

Sporting yellow T-shirts is part of the
government’s campaign to encourage Thai
people to express loyalty to the King and
to celebrate the King's Diamond Jubilee.

Yellow is the King’s birthday colour,
traditionally corresponding to the day he
was born, a Monday.

VEERAHTHG

Awoman holds up a sign saying yellow T-shirts sporting the royal insignia would arrive at 8pm and would cost 300 baht. She and hundreds of others
‘exhibitions marking His Majesty the King's 60th year on the throne at Muang Thong Thani had been lining up since 1pm to buy the shirts. They were|

Greedy traders to face legal actio

depending on the garment qua

Kanissorn Navanugraha,
general of the Intellectual |
Department, said the royal in
designed by the government and &
by the Bureau of the Royal Hou

He smd thatuse of the insigriiay

WdN. Bangkok Post 6 inueu 2549
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4 years of steady growth
& riendly service

THE NEWSPAPER YOU CAN TRUST

www,bangkokpost.com

SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2006 ¢ 25 BAHT
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{Germany viin 4-2 on penaltes)
Sports, Page 16

‘Charismatic’ enemy
claim draws flak

POST REPORTERS

“charismatic indivi al haw landed him
nereasing demands that
who he means.

he iden ify

he was refurnh 10 Gen Prun
nonda, chief of the Privy Council, who is
well regard&d by the public.

said the unnamed person was al
Work to oust him from offce. He made
the comment during a meeting with top
govermment offcials, provincial govemors,
and milftary leaders at Govern-

ment House.
. Asource close to Gen Prem.

e
amy chief and (omer prime
minister, did not think he was

- disunity and division in s

- tioning If he means the very

AL
TROSANAS
LAwSUIT
ACCEPTED
8YCOURT

Wammg of crisis amld globalisat

Thaksm urged to name foe

“He s the target of constant attacks
zwuluw it s believed that he stands in

For the second time in less than a week, caretaker
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra mentioned

a “charismatic individual", who he branded as
etaker prime miister to “extra-constitutional” and said was interfering with
ch his mouth.

Nipon Boonyamanee, a former MP for

Sungkh.a said Mr Thaksin was causing
despite

or manipulating agencies set up under the constitution.
Mr Thaksin also alleged that this “charismatic

saying he wanted the oppos

“Peoplein Songkhia havestarted ques-
person they
e'd better make it

individual” was behind the successive resignation of

i two goverriment legal experts, Borwornsak Uwanno

respect and adpire.
clear,” said Mr Nipon.
Qutgoing Senator Chirmsak Pinthong
said Mr Thaksin meant “outside parlia-
ment” rather than outside the constitutign.
I ks Thursday comments, Mr Thaksin
said certain individualsand enti-
ties hich be branded as *extra-
constinutional” were interferfug
agencies set up under the

ion.

and Visanu Krue-ngarm.

‘Who is he?

Thesprateep, acloseaideto Gen
Prem, dismissed reports that M
Thaksin was referring o Gen
Prem.

el

lon Business, Pa

CHIANG MAI 20O

Giant pan
pregnancy
false alarn

SUBIN KHEUNKAEW
CHEEWIN SATTHA

this perfod because her
‘(uanutnowungnndl X
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come to

‘that’?

Nobody knows for sure, but one of the most

in the

sensitive sti

g political

turmoil is no longer being discussed in whispers.
The Political Desk takes a look ll the possibilities

and at how

] i d Thak Sh a

is militarily to mrvive polihcally

I demisc of Thaksin
Shinawatra, the landslide

product of Thailand's “democra-
<y’ might —just might - be
i Tt 3 SR £

ment in 1990. This was the Jast
successful coup to d
A coup of another kix

staged by the governme

Although no one wants to see
it happen, the possibility of a
military showdown to settle one
of the biggest political conflicts
in modern Thai history has risen
above the “taboo” line.
thing, Thai pol-
itics and the N S
role of the mili-
tary have been

for

1€ h!" bloodless PM stoking fire

coup to move
i from absolute

monarchy to democeratic rule

The Kingdom has scen a

number of coups, counter-coups

and mlcd attempts to usurp
T'haj history is
inte, ('l)ﬂ()l‘
can work both ways - to over-
throw an elected government or
to enable a leader to cling to
power.

Since the 19805, the military.
has learnt a valuable lesson, with
many coup attempts either
defested or foreed to abort. The
armed forces were not su invinei-
ble when faced with the opposi-
tion of the people.

When ¢ one thought the
military take-over was a thing of
the past, a clique of
Chulachomklao Class 5 gradu-
ates managed o overthrow the

Comphinnaainmndga = 3A

C: Appoint officials first m 3A
Mou dissolution calls  m 4A
Thaksin  m10A

Kittikhachorn governmeént oves
threw itself i order to shut down
Parliament and rule by military
xmgﬂ
After the promulgation of the

1997 Constitution, which came
into existence
following polit-
ical reforms
triggered by the

i D £

shied, soldiers
allA ‘;cpt to their

diing in politics.

Wheii the Thaksin Shinawatra
administration came to power in
2001, democracy wus in full

bloom. But a subtle gesture took
ce: Thaksin's former class-

mates from the Pre-Cadet Class
10 lined up to present the prime
minister with a gift of a gold
necklace with an amulet.

The

8 \ﬁ had to be returned

se of @ cap on the value of
prime minister can receive,
though not before ding out its
message loud and clear. The
game of dispensing military
appomtments in exchange for
backing the government had
reswmed once
In Thaksi st term, his for
mer classmates filled many ke

= THEN:

When everyone
thought the military
take-over was a
thing of the past,

a clique of
Chulachomklao
Class 5 graduates
managed to
overthrow the
Chatichai
Choonhavan
government in 1990.
This was the last
successful

coup to date.

132 waw. The Nation 7 nsnIAN 2549

www.nationmultimedia.com

m THEN:

A coup of another
kind was one that
was staged by the
government; it
had a perfeet
record of success.

In November 1971,

the Thanom
Kittikhachorn
government
overthrew itselfin
order to shut
down Parliament
and rule by the
military might.

@ Sophia: a
® Ashley Ji

Wi

= NOW:

If and when a
happens, eith
or against Th
the stand take
by this trio -
Thaksin’s for
classmates
Pornchai,
Anupong and
Prin - will pre
decisive to the
outcome.
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ILITARY TRANSFERS

sonthistuns
by shifting
>M'’s allies

1y chict sidelines othicers
e to promer: rifts likely to
cn further i armed forces

MYy iy General Sonths Boon
saratglin eaught many by surprise after

i was made public that he bas just
isgned wn order to transfor a sambrer of
muddle-ranking officers wheo are close

e Ministeor haksin Shisswates’s military

classimates

totthe 129 transters, 13 thian half of the v~

officers had been workimg ander the com

of generals who had gradoasted from thie Armed

Academiies Prop Scebioals Chass Yo
'haksan has glose ties 1o

ety were decood t serntial o thie

vits o f COFTITLEE poeat by corroxrmared

t battalions o the yyeosat iy abtac b
o in Bangkok

thi s order was assuexd an Mon

and posted

ss website yesterday Bt s swral for the

ue transfers at any tan T OO

P ORATOTE WHEATTEIE A €

Prem be

storm over the pas

s 1o support the momarchy and the countey

rid reports that
tairs to the gerermnt

ecision o

xl

anderan-Chsed aad
4 N t, thu

S O SO BeorEy ' Cla
e South yesterdag o e teip

Bangkokians split on Thaksin:

poll gives PM good marks for
decisiveness but not honesty
™ FHhe Nafion

Fr A pobt ol Bangkok voters, carvtaker Priove Ministers 5
Thaksin Shinawatra seoored only 5.6 out of & mexi
v eatinng of 1O for his overall performanee

Paseosipht ovns seer s Bris forte and honesty Fos weabo-
est point, according to results of the sarvey relossecd
vesterday by the Rescarch Instituie of Banghkok
Ulpivasrsity

O thye six oritera used to measure his perform

Pway mark for fo
b withy Foredgn
. 5.9
paafree O CORrIIent s
fthe natonad invey

ance, the premver pasaed the b
sagehet 3 ooast of 103, bis relats
comntriss 6.9 50 and deveotion

Bt e “Haoded ™ in rogurd to tol
froen the pablic (4075, peatectic
e 5% and hanesty (4

he survey., "Whaer B
Phaksin Shanawatea ™ was oo

Rk

dents Think of

pible voters in 40 vat of 5
Friday and Monday
Ax for Thaksin's stren
t ¥

respundents pointe

His antelhipgence and §

decision making

the poos (10 per oo ol
§ ey ot

See 0 [AAY

Anand slams PM

Former Mat
Anarut Pao

actin lastust out yestend
& « fore

- Wm&;m ige'ua o)
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i ORT! 2k by people ... want Thalksin e, below, ar =T roup sh banner readi
calesin cheats the wh el s groups clashed briefly when caretaker Prime Minister Thalksin Shinawatra was about to touch
or b Chiang Mai airport yesterday.

The Nation
SHIANG MAL

Av persuaded a
“hak it~
perse just before the care-
er prime minister arrived at
ang Mai air base.
The police intervened after
Thaksin supporters started
bal attacks against his oppo-
its. Both supporters and oppo-
its were rallving in front of the
bas
Police managed to keep the sit-
ion under control and the
me minister was welcomed by
heering crowd of supporters.
Anti-Thaksin campaigner
alermphol Samphet said his
up had been harassed by the
ruly ¢crowd of Thaksin's sup-
rters.
“The rally against Thaksin was
wceful and their attempts to
imidate it should not have hap-
ned,” he said.
Chalermphol said his group
uld monitor Thaksin's trip to
termine whether he squan-
red public funds or mobilised
thorities to sway votes.
Thaksin supporter Amnoay
kfon, said he had joined the

&nti—Thaksin protest

welcoming committee because he
wanted the prime minister to
remain in office

“Thaksin should continue to
fight and the truth will come out
eventually,” he said.

The PM, meanwhile, vowed to
cancel his weekly radio specch
after a last broadcast this
Saturday.

“My final radio speech willbeon

WaAW. The Nation 15 §4¥1AN 2549

air this week and then 1 will stop
in order to comply with the royal
decree for the new election,”
“Fhaksin said, referring to electoral
rules on air time, which will take
effect on August 24.

He spoke after landing in the
northern province to start an
inspection tour of the region

“The prime minister began his
trip by paying respects tol

ICHAIYONG MAYERKE

ers abused

tors atatemple in San Kamphaeng
district.

He then had lunch at a popular
eatery that serves khao soy curry
noodle soup in Chiang Mai town.

Inthe afternoon, he flew by hel-
icopter to O Koi district to
inspect a self-sufficient agricul-
tural project. Thaksin told
reporters he would seek Cabinet
approval for a Bt280 million proj-
ecttodrain the Ping River in seven
spots, ?lus Bt9O million to expro-

priate land.
Thaksin said that to prevent
floods, the Provincial Police

Region 5 may have to be removed
and the police dormitory rebuilt
further away from Ping River.

He also instructed the
Agriculture Ministry tosurvey and
issue a debt moratorium to hill-
tribe people first — and then farm-
ers in Chiang Mai’s Om Koi dis-
trict. He said the government had
approved Sor Por Kor land title
deeds for 72 families out of 152
who had requested them.

Elsewhere, a police spokes-
man in Tak’s Mae Sot district said
the local police station had been
instructed to deploy anti-riot
police as the area is a stronghold
of the Democrat Party.
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Jomb plot to kill Thaksin
oiled’, questions linger

REMIER THAKSIN SHINAWATRA , 150C DEPUTY DIRECTOR PALLOP PINMANEE

ly, 1 left home earlier today

eted my motorcade as it passed by.%®

es ‘ready
onated
orcade’;
erheld for
ing

of trouble

LoavEDwithexplo-
sthat was intercept-

EXPLOSIVES AND RELATED ITEM:
FOUND IN THE SEDAN

WAN. The Nation 25 §IWIAN 2549

()
hanks to You know me. If I was behind it, [ would not have missed
relief meeting. The plot likelywould  ...Iwould havejustsetit off without giving any warning.

Ex-NSC crier PrasoNG SOONSIRI

]
The set-up was obvious ... the car-bomb
plot may lead to the declaration of a
state of emergency. %%

Doubts over
Thaksin’s
lucky escape

fion

News asour

N assassinatio
4 Py

the gover

nents.
Others b

will give the

See Bomb [4A]
| N | D E

Change of routine ‘foiled plot's 2A
Arrested man hired to drive’ & 2A
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SOUTHERN CHAOS

Over 20 banks hit by

simultaneous blasts

One dead and 24
injured as Yala
reels from latest
violence; more.
explosions feared

» Don Pathan
The Nation
YALA

NE PERSON was
killed and 24
injured yesterday
as more than 20

inside commercial banks cros
the province, sending the entire
securityapparatus into a tailspin
amid a growing fear that more
such attacks are on the w:

With resources stretched,
security personnel frantically
scoured the inner city ares for
clues. They detained five people
in connection with the attacks
and are carefully ched

moreofthe perpetrators. Thefi

detained denied any connection

with the bombings. £
Bombsquadsweresentracing ¢

 back and forth across Yala amid
fears more hombs were going to

etonated ahead of intelli- i
sterday *
lyvio- A MAN searches  for documents zrwide 1m lxlamlr bunk ﬁlllmmnga b(rmb blastin Yala ywrrday INSET: An injured man ﬁ offavanata
. ! seaplosions } lated .

150 waw. The Nation 1 fiueneu 2548

| Prem:

leaders

' doome

.

tofailu

u Panya Thiewsa
The Nation

BAD INDIVIDUALS &
doom if they try to:

i of the nation in of

ill-gotten wealth fo

i and their support

adviser to His Maje
said yesterday.
“Ihelievethe Gug
of the Kingdom 1
guide and protect §
while putting a e
people,”  Gener
Tinsulanonda said.
The Thai Kingd
and theforcesof evi
defeated in the end
Prem’s remarl
with growing crith
the leadership of
Prime  Minister
Shinawatra.
aced witha prok
ical erisis, Thaksinm
attack in June on 4.
ure “outside the C¢
for trying to overthy
Tn the past mont
delivered a seriesg
$pecches seen as bel
m leadership,
the Chulachomk
Military Academyat
Academy
to rally the
military
behind the
monarchy
and the
Kingdom,
In an
analogy,he
likenedthe
soldiers'to
a  horse
belonging
tothe King
while the

i gowmmzm Was |

. He also res
SRR
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The latest In haute couture
and beauty products

Fashion &

TUESDAY, September 5, 2006
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’LOT TO KILL PM’

{ Army officers chargec

l}.,h ranking internal sccurity men
Attcmptcd murder charges over
leged car-bomb; lid put on evidence

The Nation

OLICE  YESTERDAY
charged four Army offi-
cers with the attempt
ed murder of Prime
Minister Thaksin Shin-

tra. One lieutenant colonel was

fe late last

[he four of

ntified yes-
lay morning are Maj-General
iiroj Theerapharb, L‘u'vnul
-aphol hupradl
nas Sukprasert and bg1 Major
khrit Janthara.
Lt Thawatchai Klinchana - who
already been charged with ille-
possession of explosives ~ now
sadditional charges of attempt-
to murder Thaksin, an on fhm
al; attempted murder of oth-
riminal conspiracy and forg-
and using official documents.
He has denied all five offences.
\ team of police investigators
rehended M esterday
ning at Eraw p, home to
Army Special Operations
nmand. Policeand mi*imryv{fv
sreached an agreement for him
e handed over to police.
olice have requested the other
e officers present themselves at
Crime Suppression Division at
m on Thurs
[hm’ they will be asked to for-
knowledge the f
1 to appear, arrest warrants
be sought
\ll five officers are

igned to

152

See Qffinces [AA]

WAN.

the Internal Security Operations
Command (Isoc) and reportedly
have close ties with Isoc deputy
director General Pallop Pinmanee.

LIEUTENA
Pallop was dismissed immediately THAWATC
after Thawatchai was arrested,
Thawatchai is an Isoe staffmem-
ber who has been in custody since
foiled nearly
ks ago. Police discovered L
1 a car loaded with explo- -3
rearetaker Prime Minister - -3
Shinawatra’s Bang Phlat s

residence on August 24,

Police have not
dence against Manas
others,
Neither did investigators pro
vide details of the roles played by
eachofthe suspects despite verified
reparts clearly indicating that all
oﬁ'cvmp ayed different r(»k ssinthe
alleged plot

Chakhritis reportes :dlyaccused of
“identifying the target” and obtain-
ing the Dacwoo sedan purchased
by Suraphol.

Manas was reportedly responsi-
ble for obtaining explosives.

hairoj is a[h-"(*(l to have coor-

dinated between team members
and others that may have master-
minded the plot

Poli
ofexaminationsofe
found at the
Manas in 2 raid last Saturd - The
tests will determine if the ci
were similar to those found with
explosives in the Daewoo sedan
oceupied by Thawatchai.

aled evi-
or the three

COLONE
SURAPHC

i home of

Su vrtm’»uuml’jm,n h
yesterday where he

unitin Lop Burito the €y

SGT-MAL
cith attempted murde

CHAKHRI

The Nation 5 NuaNa® 2549
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The men who
could be PM

Page, 2A

32 PAGES, 2 SECTIO

BANNAWIT KENGRIEN ~ THAMARAK ISARANGURA

hamarak is a turncoat who has abandoned soldier convicted of maliciously offending
his military professionalism to serve his political the commanding officer is to be punished by a jail
master Thaksin. 99 term of up to three years.”~

Reshuffle row escalates into conflict

UHAN. The Nation 12 fiusI8w 2549 155
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NTI-THAKSIN CAMPAIGN

\cademics to get tougl

re rallies, drive
signatures to
aunched to

e PM to quit
ore election

¢ Nation

HE CAMPAIGN by aca~
demics against cares
taker Prime Minister
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Less than 12 hours before Thailand’s “smooth as silk” military coup of Sept. 19,
REVIEW deputy editor Colum Murphy met with the king’s closest advisor, General
Prem Tinsulanonda, at the chambers of Thailand’s Privy Council.

CM: Looking back on your long, distinguished career—including stints as commander-in-
chief of the Royal Thai Army as well as prime minister of Thailand and your current post
as president of the Privy Council—what in particular stands out in your memory as the
most meaningful or significant episode?

General Prem: [ am very happy, very proud to be a cadet to get commissioned and serve
the army ... I always said that your [one’s] life duty is to repay your motherland. So that’s
wl}at I am so proud to be in the army. It is the most appropriate career to repay your
motherland.

CM: What do you mean when you say “repay” the motherland?

General Prem: [If] You [are] born Thai, you have to protect your country. You have to
tell the people to love the country and protect the country as best as you can. Being a
soldier allows you to directly serve your country. [As] The Americans and Europeans
[have] said: “An old soldier never dies.” General [Douglas] MacArthur considered that
once you are in the armed forces you will be [in the army] all your life until you die—your
body, your heart, your mind and your soul must be for the country, for the army.

CM: Any particular milestones in your career that stand out?

General Prem: Back in 1969, we had a very difficult problem in the northeastern part of
the country with the communist terrorists [that] occupied there. In 1974, I was the
commanding general, second army area in the northeastern part of the country. There I
took about three years to talk to those people who misunderstood about what were the
problems between them and the government. We took three or four years to talk to them to
let them know that “you are not communist terrorists but you hate the government because
it treated you badly—wrongly.” And after three years we stopped fighting—stopped using
guns and bullets and started to talk and then we bring back peace to that part of the
country. That is my great memorable episode.

It was not easy to talk to them. But we had ways and means.

So after that I became the prime minister in 1980. I became the commander-in-chief, Royal
Thai Army in 1978 and I used these techniques and applied them to the whole country.
And we stopped that crisis, or at least we lessened the crisis....

This [time in the army] was one of my most memorable moments, one of my proudest
achievements—][it wasn’t] to be the prime minister. No, I was not happy with the
premiership at all. I just got to be prime minister by necessity. To differentiate between the
premiership and the second army commander is so clear.

CM: What aspects of being a prime minister did you not like?
General Prem: I didn’t say “like,” I said like to be. But I had to [take the position]. It was

not my aim. I was not born to be prime minister, [but was] born to be in the army. But they 159
wanted me to lead so I had to lead.
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To me, being prime minister is not a wrong thing or a bad thing. To serve the country is
good. But it is not my career.

CM: Looking at the newspapers these days, there is a lot of bad news coming out of
Thailand. Some people say the country could be moving toward becoming a failed state.
Specifically, there are the problems in the restive south, the political uncertainty that
hangs over the country in the wake of the failed April 2 elections, and a host of social
problems facing the country. When you look at the newspaper how do you feel about the
current situation? Is Thailand losing its way?

General Prem: Please don’t ask me about politics. I am not allowed by law to speak about
that. But to speak about my country in terms of security is okay.

You [indicates to this reporter] as a foreigner who knows not very much about the situation
in this country, what happened before, even the history of the country, may see what
happens [here in Thailand] differently.

We [Thais] do not consider that what is happening in the country to be very serious. No. It
happens once in a while, politicians might oppose each other ...one party doesn’t like the
other party. Things like that. But that [politics] is not my job. Security and sovereignty—
that is mine [my job].

We don’t worry about anything at all—[or] as you put it [the] “uncertainty.” There is some
small point of uncertainty but not as big as you mean. But we can cope with that
uncertainty for sure. We love the country. The Thai people love their country, so we can sit
and talk about what is bad and what is good [for the country].

If you mean about the south of Thailand, then that is a different story. It might take hours
to talk about the south. Let’s not talk about that.

CM: How do you think the issue could be resolved in the south?

General Prem: I don’t know. I do have my own [ideas] but it is not right for me to talk
about that.

CM: What about social and economic issues. How can the people of Thailand find their
place in the global economy?

General Prem: I don’t know much about economy. Have you heard about the king’s
philosophy? You should write something about it. The king has initiated this for the last 20
years. The Thai people should follow this philosophy which is the most effective
philosophy for the Thai people. You might not get what it is but if you study it you may
learn something. The poor and developing countries like my country [Thailand] should
follow the king’s philosophy and way of life. If you don’t know about this philosophy a lot
of books have been issued [on the topic] these days.

CM: How much has this philosophy been adapted? Is it working in practice?

General Prem: It is practiced, the king’s system. The Board of Economic and Social
Development, the board which governs the social and economic policy of the country,
right now they [are implementing their ninth five year plan] ... they adapted [this] to be the
country's policy. So the king’s philosophy has been adopted.



CM: Is the king'’s philosophy of self-sufficiency compatible with globalization?

General Prem: Globalization is something we like and dislike. Globalization is not bad at
all—it is good—so to speak. But you know you have to be prudent to [preserve] ways of
life, social and economic [ways] and [that it] is well adapted to this country. Not just take i
all. You have to reconsider. Globalization is not bad, but it is not good for particular
countries at all. We have to study, learn and consider very carefully how to use those
globalization systems.

CM: Has Thailand managed to take the right parts of globalization?

Genreral Prem: Yes in terms of economy it [globalization] is very attractive, good to
study. But in terms of culture, tradition, and other things, I don’t think it is good for my
country [Thailand]. The way you [indicates this reporter] eat and the way I eat would be
different. The way you spend your life and the way I spend my life is different. The way
you talk about how you make your life as a good person [is different]. You are Christian
and we are Buddhist. So it is not the same.

CM: But don’t we share universal values such as democracy and human rights?

General Prem: Yes, we share common values. But as I said we have to be prudent and
careful to catch up with globalization.

CM: Do you think democracy is one of our shared common goals?

General Prem: Democracy? Yes. [But] you have your constitution, and we have our
constitution. The constitution you have is different from my constitution.

CM: So you see a Thai-style democracy?

General Prem: I should say so—we should do it in the way we think is most useful to our
nation.

CM: How would a Thai-style democracy be different from a Western-style democracy?

General Prem: We are a kingdom. You are not. So you have to think some minor
different ways to run your country. Normal [Thai] people love the king very much, you
know that. If you saw what happened on June 9 [60th anniversary celebrations of King
Bhumibol’s reign], you can tell how much we love the monarch. That’s something that’s
different between your [country] and mine.

CM: Can I ask you about your comments over the summer regarding the military and the
role of the military in Thailand? Some observers were surprised by your comments when
you spoke to the cadelts.

General Prem: In this country we consider that we belong to the king. The armed forces
[belong to the king]. That’s what we take oath [on] and have to profess—that we have to
belong to the king. So that makes it easier to understand.

t
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Do you know horse racing? In horse racing they have the stable and the owner of the
stable owns the horse. The jockey comes and rides the horse during the race, but the jockey
does not own the horse. It’s very easy [to comprehend].

CM: What makes a good jockey?

General Prem: Ethics and moral standards. A good government can make a good jockey.
CM: Do you think this type of jockey—leader—exists in Thailand?

General Prem: Yes, of course.

CMn Ten years from now, in 2016, where you do you see Thailand as a country? What
sort of vision do you have for this country in 10 years?

General Prem: My country is about 800 years old, and we run the country as a kingdom.
We will never be a republic or be without the king. So that is the trick—the only thing that
induces the people together. So as long as we have the king, the monarchy—this very, very
good king we have right now, we will go ahead—either slowly or rapidiy—but we will be
united. So if you have a united country and the people united you have few problems to
undo.

So [in terms of the] political, economic and social, it is because we have the king as our
leader, in those areas we don’t think we have any problem at all. Well, I mean not a big
one, not a big problem. If minor problem, okay, everyone has it. So we don’t worry about
that, we don’t worry about how to bring the country ahead.

What we have to do is to bring the country to the modernized country as rapidly as we can.
So I don’t think we have any problem at all—[at least no] big ones.

CM: On the issue of the book The King Never Smiles, by Paul Handley, isn't the type of
discussion that the book can promote—namely open debate on the role of the monarchy—
good for Thailand?

General Prem: I don’t like it. The nation doesn’t like it. It’s a hearsay book and is not
based on the fact. We are worried [about] the foreigners who read it. My suggestion is—
please ignore that book. It’s useless.
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Your Room Service : THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2006 + 25 BAHT

“on my way here [New York] | was
prime minister. On my way back 'm
jobless.?

‘Now, we’re searching for a qualified person to be the
new prime minister. We want a neutral one who
advocates democracy with the constitutional monarchy. ?

GEN SONTHI BOONYARATKALIN

King endorses CDI

§ Statement seen as evidence 1 Gen Sonthi pledges speedy 8 Central bank chief tipp
situation is under control return of a civilian govt strongly to be interim P

THAKSIN SHINAWA TR

POST REPORTERS » i T g e

The Cows
announced His Maje
dorsement of Gen

thi anw.u.ulahn
as its leader yeste n what was seen
as confinna at the council had the
sitzation under control.

The council made the announcenent
erday afternoon, several hotrs
after Gen Sonthi appeared ot television
ith'the rest of the council members to
affirm that the utnost effort would be
made to return sovereignty to the people
as ~0011 a5 possible.

During the afteriioon press conference,
Gen Sonthi promised to usher in an interim
civifian government within the next two
weeks.

In that time, the
council would draft an
administrative charter
to accommodate the
formation of the new
inferim _ gaverment,
which will spend up o
a year penning a new.
constitttion for palitical
reform. .

Once the pew con:
mxuumusmptac the RD Page 12

eneral election will be # Commentary: THAKSIN' v;om gg(yl
lled, he added. ' S!mcscmzmsommm. 13
An informed source
id it was likely that
the constitution would
be dralted by a compact
group of people, rather than by a large
assembly, as happened after the student-
led popular rising in October 1973

And changes likely would be selective,
possibly focusing on provisions like the
time-lock on candidate: be political
party members before they contesta gen-
eral electic 1g with their academic

Ml size of the drafting com
ive amendn would
0 save time, the source added.
Gen Sonthi said the council w now
approaching experts in charter drafting,
asking them to help put in place a tem

porary administrative charte

When the new interim go
appointed, the interim prime minister
will take charge of political reform. The
reforn process s expected to e completed
in one year, 5o that the general election

alled in October next ye:
“Now, we're searching for a qualified
person t hvxlw new prime minister. We
ine who advocates dem-
W nstitutional monarchy,”
\(m! Gen Sonthi.

Meanwhile, former charter drafter
nin Boonsuwan suggested constiru-
tional reform could take only six months
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Thaksin, cabinet get
30 days to comply

PRADIT RUANGDIT

Deposed caretaker prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra and his cabinet members have
been given a deadline to declare their

sets and liabilities to the National Coun-
ter Corruption Commission (NCCC) by
Oct 18 since their removal from power on
Sept 19, said Sarawut Menasawet,
secretary-general of the Office uf the NC
wiHe said the declaration
debts will be on the agenda of ﬂm first
meeting today of the newly-
appointed nine com-
missione

Apart trmn the prime min-
ister and cabinet members, the
cabinet secretary-general,
advisers to the prime minister

and cabinet members, senators
and other political office-

holders are required to do the
same under the NCCC Act,
Mr Sarawut said the Office

waN. Bangkok Post 25 NueHw 2549

any problems which might ensue.

As for political office-holders found to
be “unusually rich' with suspected ill-
gotten assets, the commissioners can refer
those cases to the Office of the Attorney
General's Court of Criminal Litigation
against Persons Holding Political Positions,
Mr Sarawut said.

In addition, there have been about 200
cases involving cabinet members and other
political office-holders implicated in cor-
ruption in state projects.

oY gation reports
of snme of the (:ase'-. are ready to be sub-
ioners today.
ummm&lmmm

including the multi-billion-
baht construction of the Klong
Dan waste water treatment
facility in Samut Prakan, the
Expressway and Rapid Transit
Authority's  6.2-billion-baht
compensation bill paid to the
BB( D Joint Venture forbreach
sntract and the fake com-
cam implicating the Agri-
culture Ministry’s senior offi-

will. look into .
lnegumrmes in some high-profile cases

MO
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TEMBER 25, 2006 + 25 BAHT For more informat

‘No proof”’

of Osama
death -~

International, Page 9

IRy C

Spo!

“SAIGT WEKSOPHAYWANNAKLL

to give nod Most people want hon

-
)rt Op enl n g An overwhelming 97.6% of Bangkok resi-

dents want the next prime minister to be He said that in the
honest and dedicated ra moral inteority the conntmy hae bhan
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